
Masking Simplified 

The right tape to 
get the job done 

In 1925, after working with automotive painters, 3M introduced the world’s first masking tape to improve 
the painting process. 

In today’s world, over 100 years later, the painting process has greatly evolved, demanding consistent 
masking products that provide the reliable convenience you demand in a busy shop. 

From premium performance to cost-effective solutions, or anything in between, 3M has you covered. 
You can count on 3M to provide a simple and straightforward lineup of masking tape that will meet  
your performance needs. With 3M masking tape, you can roll with a confident paint job.



3M™ Performance Green Masking Tape 233+ 

A premium all around masking 
tape with superior conformability 
and excellent clean removal.

High adhesion with solvent and moisture resistance

Superior conformability with clean removal

UV resistance for up to 3 days

Solvent-free, proprietary adhesive 

Dimensions Part No. Rolls / 
Sleeve 

Rolls / 
Carton 

1/8 in x 60 yds (3 mm x 55 m) 26343 12 144 

¼ in x 60 yds (6 mm x 55 m) 26344 12 96 

½ in x 60 yds (12 mm x 55 m) 26332 12 48 

¾ in x 60 yds (18 mm x 55 m) 26334 12 48 

1 in x 60 yds (24 mm x 55 m) 26336 6 24 

1 ½ in x 60 yds (36 mm x 55 m) 26338 4 16 

2 in x 60 yds (48 mm x 55 m) 26340 3 12 

3 in x 60 yds (72 mm x 55 m) 26341 2 8 

3.75 in x 60 yds (96 mm x 55 m) 44608 2 8 

3M™ High Performance Blue Masking Tape 3434 

A specialty premium masking 
tape with superior adhesion 
for challenging surfaces and 
environments. 

Superior performance in humid and challenging 
environments 

Adhesion on Low Surface Energy (LSE) plastics 

Great conformability for adhesion to irregular surfaces 

Clean removal 

Dimensions Part No. Rolls / 
Sleeve 

Rolls / 
Carton 

¾ in x 54.6 yds (18 mm x 50 m) 07895 12 48 

1 in x 54.6 yds  (24 mm x 50 m) 07897 9 36 

1 ½ in x 54.6 yds  (36 mm x 50 m) 07898 6 24 

2 in x 54.6 yds  (48 mm x 50 m) 07899 5 20 



3M™ Performance Yellow Masking Tape 388N 

A balanced all around masking 
tape with excellent stick and stay. 

Excels in a variety of general masking applications 

Conformability for efficient application 

Clean, fast removal without adhesive residue 

Solvent-free, proprietary adhesive 

Dimensions Part No. Rolls/Sleeve Rolls/Case 

¾ in x 60 yds (18 mm x 55 m) 06652 12 48 

1 in x 60 yds (24 mm x 55 m) 06653 9 36 

1 ½ in x 60 yds (36 mm x 55 m) 06654 6 24 

2 in x 60 yds (48 mm x 55 m) 06656 6 24 

3M™ Automotive Masking Tape 2308 

A cost-effective 
masking tape good 
for everyday use. 

Designed for general masking applications 

Good adhesion with adhesive transfer resistance and 
effortless unmasking 

Solvent resistance and easy tear 

Solvent-free, proprietary adhesive 

Dimensions Part No. Rolls/Sleeve Rolls/Case 

¾ in x 60 yds (18 mm x 55 m) 06545 12 48 

1 ½ in x 60 yds (36 mm x 55 m) 06547 6 24 

2 in x 60 yds (48 mm x 55 m) 06548 6 24 

Overview Performance Comparison Table 
Attributes / Product Lines 3MTM Performance 

Green Masking Tape 233+ 
3MTM High Performance 
Blue Masking Tape 3434 

3MTM Performance 
Yellow Masking Tape 388N 

3MTM Automotive 
Masking Tape 2308 

A premium all around
masking tape with superior
conformability and
excellent clean removal 

A specialty high adhesion
masking tape with superior
adhesion for critical 
surfaces and for challeging
environments 

A balanced all around 
masking tape with
excellent stick and stay 

A cost-effective 
masking tape good
for everyday use 

Adhesion 

Conformabilty 

Sliver resistance 

Adhesive Transfer resistance 

Flaking resistance 

Temperature resistance (30mins) 250°F 230°F 250°F 250°F 

Humidity resistance 

Abrasion resistance 

Outdoor / UV resistance (3 days) ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Prevents bleed through ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 



3M offers Masking Tape as part of full masking systems for 
a quality finish, as well as controlling dust and overspray and 
maximizing shop efficiency. 

3M™ Plastic Sheeting 
Multi-Tier Performance 

Tiered Performance Sheeting to meet your needs for 
tear, temperature, paint flaking resistance, and tape 
repositioning properties. 

Dimensions Part No. Quantity 

12’x400’ 06723 1/Pack 

16’x400’ 06724 1/Pack 

20’x250’ 06742 1/Pack 

12’x400’ 06727 1/Pack 

16’x400’ 06728 1/Pack 

16’x250’ 06725 1/Pack 

3M™ Soft Edge Foam 
Masking Tape PLUS 

Foam tape eliminates hard paint lines in jamb areas, helps 
reduce rework, and offers a more simplified application 
compared to masking with conventional tape. 

Dimensions Part No. Quantity 

21 mm x 7 m 50421 1/Pack 

3M™ Perforated Trim 
Masking Tape 

Features a rigid band along 
one edge that slips gently behind 
moldings, lifting them slightly away from the body allowing 
paint to flow beneath. 

Dimensions Part No. Rolls / Case 

5 mm, 50 mm x 10 m 06345 6 

7 mm, 50 mm x 10 m 06347 6 

10 mm, 50 mm x 10 m 06349 6 

15 mm, 50 mm x 10 m 06348 6 

3M™ Smooth Transition Tape, 
White 

Applied on top of the standard masking 
products protecting the surroundings of 
the repair area to create a smooth paint edge. 

Dimensions Part No. Quantity Rolls/Case 

6,35 mm x 9 m 06800 Single 60 

Find out more about 
3M™ Masking Products: 

Masking Process

Personal Safety • Respiratory Protection • Hearing Protection • Face Protection • Reusable Workwear • Safety Gloves

Safety First! Always select appropriate personal protective equipment - eyewear, gloves, hearing and respiratory protection for your job and workplace.
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•  Degrease the surface using paint company or other 
recommended VOC-compliant water-based and solvent-based 
products. Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for 
surface cleaning instructions
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•  Outline the area to be refinished using appropriate surface 
protection products and techniques to seal  
the non-repair area from paint and overspray.

•  In a single-panel repair, back mask using wide-width masking 
tape.

•  In a multi-panel repair, use foam masking tape and specialty 
tapes to soften the paint edge. 3M™ Soft Edge Foam 

Masking Tape 
3M™ Trim Masking 
Tape   

3M™ Scotch® Masking 
Tape 233+

3M™ Smooth 
Transition Tape

 
Ja

m
b 

M
as

ki
ng

 -  
Sp

ec
ia

lty
 T

ap
es

• Apply 3M™ Smooth Transition Tape, or folded tape in the jamb, 
leaving a tab available for easy removal after sealer application.

•  When properly applied, the tape cannot be felt when running 
your hand parallel to the panel – but can be felt when running 
your hand at a 45 degree angle across the jamb.

•  Note: Two strips of 3M™ Smooth Transition Tape may be used in 
situations to further soften the transition of coatings.

•  Note: Follow Smooth Transition Tape with additional foam tape or 
paper to fully seal the jamb from overspray.

3M™ Smooth 
Transition Tape

3M™ Scotch® Masking 
Tape 233+
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•  Apply foam masking tape to jamb areas on vehicles requiring 
panel to panel refinishing.

•  Position the foam tape to seal the jamb opening, keeping the 
adhesive away from the paint edge.

•  Note, Foam tapes are “stretch to release” products. To apply, 
press the tape firmly into place, avoiding stretching when 
applying. To remove, stretch the foam tape parallel to the work 
surface. This will help prevent adhesive residue.

3M™ Soft Edge Foam 
Masking Tape PLUS 
21mm x 49m

3M™ Soft Edge Foam 
Masking Tape
13mm x 50m

3M™ Soft Edge Foam 
Masking Tape
19mm x 35m

Su
rf

ac
e 

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n

•  Cover the vehicle with plastic sheeting before painting to avoid 
surface contamination.

•  Cut the masking film around the repair area in preparation for 
primer and paint application. Affix the overspray protection film 
with masking tape.

•   Always apply plastic sheeting to a dry surface and ensure the 
logo and “paint this side up” message is legible once unfolded.

•  Carefully trim and remove plastic sheeting from areas intended 
for refinishing and over tape to seal the edges of the plastic 
sheeting.

3M™ Overspray Protective 
Sheeting
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•  Degrease the surface using paint company or other 
recommended VOC-compliant water-based and solvent-based 
products. Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for 
surface cleaning instructions.

•  Complete any remaining critical edge masking of parts like 
rubber windshield gaskets and moldings that are not easily 
removed as part of the repair / refinish process.

3M™ Fine Line 
Masking Tapes 471                                                                                                             

3M™ Trim Masking 
Tape   
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•  Removal of the masking tapes and film are best done when  
the car has just left the oven and is still warm.

•  Always remove masking tape by pulling in an angle approximately 
45 degrees to the surface.

•  Tip: Using premium masking tapes have a lower tendency to 
leave adhesive residue, tear, or sliver

3M Company 
3M Automotive Aftermarket 
3M Center
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000, USA
www.3MCollision.com 

Always follow OEM procedures. For ordering information,  
contact your 3M Sales Representative or your preferred distributor. 

Please recycle. 3M, Scotch and Scotch-Brite 
are trademarks of 3M Company.
© 3M 2024. All rights reserved.

View our masking 
application process 
chart: 

Download PDF 

Automotive Aftermarket Division 
3M Center, Building 223-6S-07 
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000 

Phone 1-877-666-2277 
Web 3MCollision.com 

For additional information, including important safety and warranty 
information, regarding 3M Automotive Aftermarket Products, please visit: 
www.3MCollision.com/info 

3M is a trademarks of 3M Company. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. Please recycle. © 3M 2025. All rights reserved.

http://3MCollision.com
http://www.3MCollision.com/info
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/2433112O/masking-process.pdf

	Masking Simplified 
	3M™ Performance Green Masking Tape 233+ 
	3M™ High Performance Blue Masking Tape 3434 
	3M™ Performance Yellow Masking Tape 388N 
	3M™ Automotive Masking Tape 2308 
	Overview Performance Comparison Table 
	3M™ Plastic Sheeting Multi-Tier Performance 
	3M™ Soft Edge Foam Masking Tape PLUS 
	3M™ Perforated Trim Masking Tape 
	3M™ Smooth Transition Tape, White 




